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THE FORCE OF PACTS AND
FIGURES,

(By Channing Severance.)

Nothing has greater force in car-
rying econvietion to rational minds
than faets and figuges, for these are
things that demopsteate truths and
defy refutation. When you have a
faet that ean be shown and demon-
strated, you have the best of an ar-
gument with any opponent, and ean
knoek him out in one round if he will
face 1

As Freethinkers, we have the facts
and figures to show that Coristianity
1 not only the higgest fake and hum-
bug in Id, but the greaiest
fatlure wheu the realization of prom
into

the wor

ises and predictions are taken
cousideration.

Christisnity has always claimed to
be & divinely inspired religion, with
gualties superior to all others, and
a dead certainty of some day being
e onemnd ouly religion on this
cartl, Cliuidg o Hive eomé direet
from God, the Creator and Controller
of the Uriverse, it declared he could
and would
and so this boast and predictive af-
firmation was made ‘*At the pame
of Jesas  every knee shall bow, of
things 1o heaven, and things on earth,
and things under the earth; and ev-
ery tongud shall confess that Jesus
Christ s Lord, to the glory of God
the Father."

Christianmity bas entersd fhe 20th
century of its existence, and by look-
backward we can see what it has

insare sueh a condition,

g

done, and by eomputing results we
can see how near this predietion s
to being verified It has elaimed
wuch, proopsed more, and aceom-
plished little. Instead of being the
one and suprewe religion after all

this lapse of time, 4t is not even first
in point of numbers among other re-
for Buddhism exceeds it by

Ligionus,

many nalbons, and a new relgion
founded by Mahomet, the Arabian
eamel driver nearly GO0 years after

Christianaty started, has 170 milbon

devolees, whose knees refuse to bow
aud  whose

to the same of Jesus,
tongues if they speak his’nawme, utter

it i demsion goud contempt

With all the exaggerations that
Chrstinns  make regarding their
julibers, their highest elaim leaves
them numerically less than one-fth
i the population of the earth. 1
this if the best they eould do, with
God's help, 1 over 19400 years, they
must 1f howest and candld, admit that

prove this statement, for as eminent
a Christian as Rev. Charles Russell,
of Brooklyn Tabernacle, admits there
are double the number of heathen in
the world today than there were 100
years ago, and we do not have to go
out of your own so-called Christian
country to find by government fig-
ures that only a little gver one-third
of our people are professed Christ-
jaus and church members; and sueh
a poor showing ten years ago is what
eaused Chrigtian  influence to have
noses in the eensus of 1010,  That
faet has been thrown at them so many
times it caused a sore spot, and it
ireitates our Christian friends much
to hear of it. It eertainly is a faet
that speaks very loudly, and facts
not in their favor are offensive things
to be suppressed, if possible,
Russell, and see what he is compelled
Russell, and see what he is compellel
to admit, though why Le said it when
the poliey of
hard
clear:—

s to blow
and claim everything, is not

Christians

. \
I we look nm' upon the heathen
world,*however sympathetic we may
he to foreign missiovary
work, doing all in our power to make
known to the heathen the grace of
God, and the Great Redeemer, we
nevertheless compelled to admat
there is absolutely no hope of

i respeet

that
onr knee to bow
and every tongue Christ
heathen lands, even as we have
logg ago given up hope of aeccom
work eivilized

ever ¢ausing every

to confess
m
plishing  such m
lands. '

This is plain talk and right to the
poipt, and in spite of his religien, 18
evidenee of a streak of sense
and eandor not to be found very of-
ten in a Christian preacher

The Methodists, who keep boasting
of building a church day,
should ehew up and digest, or reflect
by

horse

every

on this true statement comrade

Russell, of the universa! brotherhood
wanted to establish, with
the basie to

that Christ
the Jew
work

No, men and brethren, fellow eit
17ens, s
mighty little eonsolation in facts and
for for they
plainly show the doom whick awaits
it, whieh in the proeess of time will
what all
death

dying, as Qndispftable

God  as 1dea

on
there

saintsg and sinners,

figures Christianity,

be Just rehigious systems

CXPETIOneE and oblivion

It i
vidence shows, but we ecan
a quick death, for sueh never comes
Yo superstition in any form, but the

fact it is in deeline and swreely

now

it expeet

%! adsiante Sis nd createn power I YELY
to do things tl God and Jesus to- | passing away, 18 a sofiree of yov aRd
rether ..‘, ¢ paratively he has cladness  to all rational human be-
. 1 work ,,. the 1300 | mgs who know its true history and
wie @ gred wo ) :
rs just passed than Jesus the jead. | what a curse it has ever been to
eron Navior I a mankind, and | bumanity
| l'o Pastor Charles Russell and
| W this faet, alone, suflicient to | OLher mMourners, 1 extend my eondol
ck all divine elaims out of Chnst ee for ti menta fferings, for
\ v?! To a reasonable man it must | sywpathy 18 one of my strong char
b for where thore 1s pothing to | scteristies but at the same e, |
v that an omeipotent God is|am very glad that is oecurr whieh
boosting Christianity, there is noth- [ canses them to weep and ‘:1“?. |
to base belief on that he 18 If So “‘Let her Gallagher AN
that hell fire aud damnation religion | the sooner the better
ud gone ad and converted the Los Angeles, Call o
» ¢ world, as it expected to and
d 1t should, then 1t would have A FIRST CAUSE
a fact that no opponent could .
ve failed to be iufluenced by, and | What Caused It to Cause a Universe
overybody being  Christians, there| 6000 Years, and Not £0,000,000
would have been no opponents. This Years Ago'7°
j» a very plain presentation of the °
case, and as Christianity is now dy Otto Wettstein, in Freethinkers
e of dry rot and its power 18 wan Maguzine )
ng everv day that ecomes and goes, )
it over L shanee to influes There is no “* Fust Cause,
(he whole wori, that time is past and [ never was a “ First Cause Within,
Wi this religion attained jan elernal Self-existent universe, evo-
i were thi u attain
ts greatest power and had the most | INTing Processes are eternal
onverts, 1L was using fire and sword, It never 1 t ean never end

foree and vieolence (0 make eonverts;

A single partiele of matter eannot be

and the moment it ceased to use such | created, e ther ean it be annihilated
means for that purpose, that moment !' onsequentiy the nnverse ""”l\."'“".-
it begar v‘." wane and weaken, to | sodd of eternal existing particies, 18
droop a d die ternal And each |-<un‘»l.-l represent
( \||.-'|.|‘M\ has never been 'lm; energy Cand force—-being energy
wame foree in the world sinee = it [and force—has ever been aetive to
wased to be a militant power, and it | perpetuate the evolutionary processes
st talk al | of finite forms, beings and bodies; but
never will be a n, for talk alone 1s ’
not sufficient to make people aceept [1hese, by virtue of their own potencies

it. When they had to, or go to pns-
their property confiseat

for
God

foree

and have
ed, it was easy

Christ 's sake and
When the
d all its implements of torture were
that

c¢h  'em

to e

the ry of

Inquisition was 1n

Y
being used to make Christians
Rible prophecies might be fulfilled, it
was a bold man indeed who would re
fuse to aceept this religion of “‘love
and that was the time

merey;"’
Christian lands

and

when everv one in
was a Christian, professed to be, or
had to migrate, as did the Moors
when driven out of Spain.
Toleration was never a feature of

(hristianity when it had unrestrained

power: but with fire and foree it
failed completely to aceomplish its
intentions; and 1 now throw this

faet into the face of every Christian

| failure
| divests the visible everything of and

that exists to show that what it fail
ed to do in the past it cannot possi
hly the future. There is no|
¢ } for converting the world |

more show

it

to Christ, than there is for seeing all |
and i| xisting

men think alike or look alikef
the rotten stuff put forth in his name

will be more and more rejected as ]

the world rolls on. Faets and figures

being destined to final destruetion and
disintegration, tend. in infinite varia-
tion and transformation, to perpetuste
the process forever

All attempts to solve the riddle of
by

“God,”’
prior and of the ¢
must and will ever remain efforts of
reasoning and a lamentable
It explains nothing. It simply

existence postulating  a

CORM I

CGFirst Cause,'’ or existing

exterior nniverse

ehildish

invests an invisible nothing with pot

encies or power to cause all phenom

ena But fter this cunning coup
d'etat, the identical mysteries which
first prompted such a solution still

stare us in the fuce, even in angment
wd degree

A ““First Canse.’" or “God,”
plies an infinite something of which
howrver, we know absolutely nothing
'NI\\l‘rS

im-

possessing  attributes and

superior to those existing in nature,
and amply sufficient to eause to spring
, from pre
& universe

into existense miraculous!

nothing, an infi

A “First Cause,”’ or “God’’, must
within itself

qualities of self-existenee, and all the

POSSeSS transeendent

necessary attributes, to exist uneaused
and eternal as a ‘‘First Cause,”’ and
without again neeessitating, in turn,
another eause to cause it.

It implies that such *‘ First Cause’’
‘:aod-" prior to the (imaginary)
“‘beginning,’’ was not a eause, bat
eternally naetive, latent, aon-prodee-
tive dead—an absolute eondition of
negation. or nothing,

That sueh ** First Cause’’ during all
the Infinite eyele of ages, preceding
such *“beginning,’’ did not produee a
single effect.

or

It implies that after being ggernally
dead or inaetive, and cause of abso-
lutely nothing during all the ages of
beginningless time, it did,  suddenly
and  miraculously, so  stupendously
change its pature as to ereate a uni-
verse !

And last, though not least, it pre-
sents to thinking men and women the
following grotesque proposition: The
uuiverse exists, eonsequently a “‘ God”’
or “First Canse!' pmst have pre-
coded it. This *“First Cause'’ ia eter-
nal, was created and never
needed a “‘Creator.’’ It, of eourse, s
eternal, and as such existed from ali
Six thousand years ago. ae-
cording  to RBible chronology, this
“First Cause'” eansed the universe
No other canse or thing existed with
or beside it prior to that time. During
all the ages of beginningless time, it
did not eause a solitary thing—not a
world, sun, moon, star, or even a single
Eternal darkness reigned
and infinite vaeum was mon-
opolized solely by this *“ First Canse.”’

This is a eorreet representation of
things, existing during the eternity.
prior to 6,000 years ago, when the uni-
verse, according to the Christian my-

never

fime

atom A~

preme,

thology ‘“began!"’

But now the question arises, what
caused the ‘‘ First Cause,’”’ after an
eternity of non-aetivity, to ereate the
universe ! Here certainly is a magnifi-
and ymposing effeet (if true).
The Theist's “God’" or “‘First
Cuuse,’” certainly didn't eause it, for
what these would not do or eause to
be done during the vest eterity pre-
ceding this (imaginary) ereation. they
of eourse, would never do. This ‘¢ First
is supposed to he omniseient,

cent

Cause’’
omnipresent, and unchangeable, con-
sequently what this ‘‘ First Cause’’
could or would not do during 9,099,
909 999 090 000 999—eontinued ad in-
finitum-—years preceding the * begin
ning. ' it, of course, wonld neverdo.
What, then, eaused the universe or
comend e 4 Wit Canse,’’ ar ‘1Ged'’
to ereate i, after an eternity of non-

! There is no «eet without
But for an eternity all ex-

isting eanses hag not produced a uni-

existenes
a4 cause
verse , uhsl in the name of reason.
then, WAS THE CAUSE which caus-
ed the ““First Cause’’ to ereate the
miverse when it did? But I need ge

no further—a ecause being needed to
to eanse or

of the

canse the ““First Canse’’
to precede the ‘‘First Cause’’

Theist. If we keep on in our erucial
test of ““First Causes,'’ we will, no
doubt, need snother *‘First Caunse.'’
and another, and another, ad infin
tum

Thus we see that all argument
predicating a *‘First Cause,’”’ a
‘God'’, a ““‘Creation,”’ or a *‘Begin
ning,”” does not explain, but infinitely

mystifies, existing problems and that
the vnly rational u“nngnllun is  the

oter existence of all matter, whieh,

possessing within itself all the neces.

sary attpbutes of self-existence and
needs

to

(not ereation),

or **First Cause,”’

self-formation

mpulate it

Fxisti today, absolutely Jrroves
that in its elementary form it has al
wayvs existod, and so will always exist

Furthermore, assuming harmony and

was a first world, sun, tree or man;
but all such phenomena are but repeti
tions of similar phenomena having

evolved forever.

Beeause it is plain that any partie
ular first world, sun, or system. would
again imply an eternity of time pre-
ceding the _formation of such first
phenomena, but which, if true. wounld
absolutely have prevented such first
world, sun or system, at any time. It
is either eternal standstill or eternal
activity—both eannot be true,

Whieh: then, T ask, is the most rea
that a *‘First of
which know absolutely nothing,
can exist uncaused, and then from
nothing ereate an infinite universe, or
that the latter, which today exists in
august splendor—self-evident and real
and eternai?

sonab'e, Cause,’’

we

is self-existent

Is it a fact that curates generally

visit Christian homes when the hus-
band is at work?

The elergy are no orious for their
partiality to the faii sex, and purr
around the ladies like black tom-cats.

wder today, and  evolving worlds.
suns, systems, trees, flowers and men.
proves it has ever evolved such forms,
and that, consequently, there never

opens his face except to say ‘me,too

lable

plle she gets from 1t”

jdAu OF HIGH IDEALS.

“S86 you don't care to encoursge
that young poet with his ethereal
ide: " Interrogated the cigar sales-
man

n't care a continental about his
o l 1deas,” growled the grocery-

‘a8 long as they don’t cost me

“IMd they ever cost you anything?”
“r ghould say so! The other day
he ¢ame in and, raising his right
hand, struck a dramatic attitude and
8 ‘I love everything that's good.’
Th ‘Wwith hig left hand he helped
himgelf to the candled citron and the
60 gont almonds. 1 don’t doubt that
he Jkes things that are good, but
blawed if he's golng to make this a
supply station’

When He Needed Company.
ther Philander,” sald the Os-
Farmer's viliage deacon, “our
r has worked hard and seems
raged. Isn’t there some way
show our appreciation of his
and cheer him up?”’ “Well,” re
old Philander, “we might try at
pg the midweek prayer meeting
'1s his loneliest hour.”

Took Precautions.
“F want to hire a canoe.”
customed to rowing one, [ sup-

ever was in one.”
‘an you swim?”’

- a stroke.”
“Well, you pay double and In ad-
Vi . I've been left in the lurch by

en h sulcides”

A Vivid Portrayal.

“Why, my dear,” expostulated Mr.
Pomsonby, “1 wasn't drunk last night.
1 wikg merely imitating a drunk man
to il you™”

“Well,” sniffed Mrs. Poneonby, “all
I have to say is, If that was an imi-
tat you are wasting your talents
in‘fhe grocery business. You'd draw
tl” & week In vaudeville”

4 Education.

The Ho..—~What plece will
have, Miss Tootsie

Miss Tootsie—Please carve me the
lefsquare tangent east to 76 segment
nb?u- the loin diagonal to fat paral
Ielp Oh, | beg pardon; | learned
the cuts In cooking school.—Fuck

you

t No, !ndeed.
‘ heard & man worth $1,000,000
wish he had some small thange.”
“Pehaw!
warth $1,000,000 to wish that”

MORE SLEEP WANTED.

Geo Bow sy

"h“
could
lorger

“he Preacher (pleased)—Why #0?

"he Deacon—Well, it seems like |
hadly get to sleep before it's time to
get up

Deacon—Parson, |
make your

wish
sermnons “"

you
little

o It Wasn't Reai.

Last night 1 haa
A Julcy steak

But, sad w =
Was soon awake

How MHe Did It.

‘How,” asked the young
sh: looked with admiration at the
rugged aonagenarian, “have you man
aged to live so long and preserve your
health 50 b s

By rigorously declining to practise
what m: friends have preached,” he
l‘uu!ul!)owl\llnd

|

lady as

we

Slightly Mixed,

What was the lesson at schooi this
afernoon, Tommy?" asked the fond
patent

Had a reading on

the destruction

of Tyre,” responded the youngster

H'm! Automobile accident, i sup

pese? *
Partly So.

My good woman, does the system
of visualization seem to take with
yeur children at =chool?”

Not all of 'em, mum. The doctor
sald wid Mamie and Tommy it has

tock fine, but Billy's ain't took a bit.”

Too-Faced.
‘You say he is two-faced?”
'l say he is ‘too-faced;’ his wife has
hin so well trained that he never

A Queer Sert,
‘“What sort of fellow is Lathers?’
‘He puts the accent on the first eyl
of the word ‘hotel.’”

Its Style,
‘That singer has a velvet volce
"l suppose that accounts for

the
N

DO YOU?
.

@N-days come round—
Of course they do;
I'll Just be bound
They've come to you

And made you cross
As everything

And left no heart

In you to sing,
Nor any wish

To labor more—
Bo tired and sad

And slck and sore.

We all have days
Of sober brown,
When wc are
And frown and frown,

blue

And grumble, too
And fume and fret,

That’s how we al
Ways act and yet,

Although there's some
Excuse for such®
1 don't see how
It helps wa iauch!

PERCY KNEW,

Algy—The beauty of this play, Per-
ey, is—

s‘u-rry Oh, that secoud one froii
thd end there, I'll bet.

Great Shrinkage.

The last year's bathing sult will shrink,
And shrink both day and night;

Until at last it shrinks so muc!
The bather shrinks from sight.

All the Same.

“What is the trouble with your hus-
band of late, Mrs. Green?" asked the
corner grocer. “He acts queerly.”

‘In what way?" queried Mrs. Green

| in surprise.
A man doesn’t have to be

“Why, he came in here the other
day and asked for a pound of ‘Rocky-
feller butter” Never heard of such a
thing.”

*“Oh, that's all right.
think of ‘petroleum butter.

John couldn’t

Things Wil Take a Turn,

It wes the kind ol bampeel we S0me-
times read about

The tables fairly groaned
their load of good things

But the hungry guests quickly’ re-
lieved them of their burden

Afterdinner specches were next in
order

under

Then it was the guests who
groaned
The Lure.
Lady—I want to put in this adver-

tisement for a cook. It will in
three lines, won't 1t?
Clerk (after counting)—No, madam,

We'll have to charge you for four

gO

lines, but you can put in four more
words, If you wish
Lady (suddenly inspired)—Say:

“Policeman stationed opposite cor-
ner!"—Tit-Bits.

Blasted Hopes.

Maria, do you remember
that millinery store that had such a
great display of fall hats? Well,
there has been a fire down there and
everything is reduced—

Mrs.  Stubb — Graclous,
chance for bargains!
{8 reduced, John?

Mr. Stubb—Yes, reduced to ashes

Mr. Stubb

what a

EVIDENTLY SOMETH/NG ELSE.

Bleeker—I hear he died of appendi
citis
Boxter—Oh, it couldn't have been
that; why, that was what they oper
ated on him .or.
That's So.
The bee 1s like a man. All up
And down the world he beats It;
He gathers honey all his life
Some other fellow eats it

The Oracle Explains.

Student of Polities—And what be
reely this Lere coalition they do be
tarking about? :

Oldest  Living Loeal
Well, it's ke this., Some parties s:
this, an’ some says that au t'other
But what | says, there no knowins nor
no tellins, an'—-mark my words! |
hain't far wrong.—Fuck

Authority—

e ——

And everything |

m————————
NOT THE SAME.

“Mother,” queried the pretty daugh-
ter, “did father have his salary Iin-
creased when he married you?”

“No, dear,” answered the mother,

“How much was he getting?®”

“Only ten dollars a week.”

“But | suppose he had a
money saved up, didn't he?”

“Not a dollar; he spent his money
as fast as he earned it.”

“Did you get along comfortably?”

“Yes; and we were very happy.”

well, motoher. you know dear
George hasn’t been able to save &
cent, but—"

“See here, young lady, {f that pov-
erty-stricken dude dares show his face
around here again I'll get your fa-
ther to kick bim Into the middle of
next week.”

lot of

Tricky Sandy.

While passing by an old-fashioned
Inn the tourists were attracted by an
ancient bagpiper, who was tooting
atrocious sounds through an instru-
ment that was both dilapidated and
squeaky

“Great Jericho, Sandy!" exclaimed
one In desperation, “Why don't you
have your bagpipes repaired?”

And the old man ceased playing and
loviked up In astonishment. “Havers,
mon, ye dinna understand. If ma bag-
poples wor In good tune the inn mon
winna give ma two shilllngs to move
on.”

Too Much of a Good Thing.

“Our gas meter,” sald the alleged
funny man, who was trying to make
light of his bill for illumination, “fe-
minds me of a centipede.”

“What's the answer?' queried the
fonocent bystander,

“It has so many unnecessary feet,
you know,” replied the other.

After being out 13 seconds the jury
returned a verdlct of “justifiable homi-
cide” and the innocent bystander vas
discharged from custody.

The Spendthrift.

Tjarks—See where some astronomer
says Halley's comet may charge the
earth’s atmosphere and we'll never
have any more rain.

Bjenks—By George!
ftem to take home.

Tjarks—Interested, eh?

Bjeuks—I should say sol I
to show it to my wife every she
nags me about saving up for a ralny
day

Give me that

“WHAT NEVER? WELL, HARDLY

EVER!"

Lovelorn—Oh, Mpyrtilla,

you don't
really and truly mean that you'll
never, never see me or speak to me
again?

Myrtilla—Yes, sir, | do, and when
you call tomorrow evening I'll tell you
why.

Skeptical.
“Little Boy Blue,” said the modern kid,
“It's now up to you to show
Me If you really are Little Boy Blue,
And have any horn to blow.”

Another Hero.

“He's a champion, is he? He doesn't
look it. Champlon of what?"

“You don't keep abreast of the
times. He's ‘he champlon cigarroot
smoleer; lights one with the stump of
another, rolls them himself as he goes
along, and smokes sixty without let-
ting any of 'em go out.”

Danger.

“Be like the early bird, my son,” ad-
vised the fond parent, “and you will
catch the worm.”

But the up-to-date
shrugged his shoulders,

‘No early-bird business for me,” he
responded, foreibly, “I might ecatch
the hookworm."”

youngster

Perplexing Case.

Professor (after calling omn blank
and waiting for him to recite) —Seems
to me, Blank, you ought to be able
to answer my question with all the
prompting you're getting back there.

Blank—Well, professor, there's
such a difference of opinion around
me that—.—The Gargoyle.

A Suspicion.
is a political

What
chaser?"

“There are various kinds,” replied
Seuator Sorghum, “although 1 suspect
that most of them are more or less in-
fluenced by the legend that every
rainbow has a pot of gold at the end
of it.”

ralnbow

Gentle Peisu.sion,

McCorkle—Is it right to speak of a
man as of the “male persuasion??

McCrackle—It s if the subject te
unmarried,

McCorkle
with 1t?

McCrackle—Why, If he is married
his wife persuades him,

What has that to do



